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GEOGRAPHY

1) Footloose Industry:
The footloose industry is such type industry which doesn’t have a strong locational
preference as the input resources and output markets can be found in many places.
These are called footloose as these type of industries are prone to relocation.
Although locational factors are not much important for footloose industries, those
areas are preferred where input costs can be minimised and output realisation can
be maximised. Some prominent examples of footloose industry are watch-making,
diamond cutting, precision electronics etc.
Examples- Diamonds, computer chips and mobile manufacturing industries etc.
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2) Why is cotton textile industry known as a ‘footloose industry’?

The main raw material of cotton textile industry is raw cotton which is a pure raw material. It

means that equal amount of (1 tonne) raw cotton produces equal amount of (1 tonne) cotton
thread which in turn, produces equal amount of (1 tonne) cotton fabric. Thus, cotton textile
industries can be established either close to the source of the of raw material, or near to the
market or in any intermediate region. It means that cotton textile industries do not show any

particular affinity for growing up in a certain location. Thus, the cotton textile industry is called
a ‘footloose industry’.

3) Factors responsible for location of footloose industries:

Edge of cities- cheap land.

Suburbs- ideal location for science and business parks.

Accessibility by transportation network.

Similar industries located close to each other.

Hi tech Industries- located close to research centres and Universities.
Non polluting- can be located close to residential areas.
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